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2 

3 EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

4 

5 An Examiner's Amendment to the record appears below. Sliould tlie 

6 clianges and/or additions be unacceptable to applicants, an amendment 

7 may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .31 2. To ensure consideration of 

8 such an amendment, it must be submitted no later than the payment of the 

9 issue fee. 
10 

1 1 Authorization for this Examiner's Amendment was given in a telephone 

12 interview with Puneet Sarna on 11/1 9/09. 
13 

14 Please amend claims 1,3,4,5,15,17,19,20,21,31 and cancel claims 

15 2,18. 

16 

17 Listing of Claims 

18 1. (Currently Amended) A traffic manager for facilitating 

19 communication in accordance with at least one policy between a client node and a 

20 server node wherein the client node and the server node have at least one 

21 distinguishing characteristic between them and the at least one distinguishing 

22 characteristic includes more than having distinguishing network addresses, the 
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23 

24 server node having a first Simple Object Access Protocol (SOAP) 

25 interface associated therewith, the client node having an existing interface 

26 associated therewith, the traffic manager capable of communicating with both the 

27 client node and the server node and comprising a central processing unit which is 

28 operable to: 

29 communicate with the server node via the first SOAP interface, wherein 

30 the first SOAP interface is incompatible with the existing client 

3 1 interface because of the at least one distinguishing characteristic; 

32 generate at least a second SOAP interface, for communication with the 

33 first SOAP interface, in accordance with a protocol for exchanging 

34 information in a protocol message format and the at least one 

35 policy, wherein the at least one policy provides a mechanism to 

36 bridge the at least one distinguishing characteristic, wherein the 

37 traffic manager bridges the at least one distinguishing 

38 characteristic and facilitates communication between the client 

39 node and the server node; and 

40 publish the second SOAP interface, thereby allowing the client node to 

4 1 access at least one service on the server node via the traffic 

42 manager in accordance with the at least one policy. 

43 2. (Cancelled). 

44 3. (Currently Amended) The traffic manager of claim 1 [[2]], 

45 wherein the SOAP interfaces employ Extensible Markup Language (XML). 

46 
47 
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48 

49 4. (Currently Amended) The traffic manager of claim i [[2]], 

50 wherein each of the first and second SOAP interfaces has a description language 

5 1 file associated therewith defining the associated interface. 

52 5. (Currently Amended) The traffic manager of claim 1, wherein the 

53 first SOAP interface includes one of HTTP, TCP, HTTPS, HTTPR, and MQ. 

54 6. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 1, wherein the distributed 

55 computing environment includes a network corresponding to a single enterprise 

56 including the server node, and wherein the client node is external to the network. 

57 7. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 1 , wherein the distributed 

58 computing environment includes a network corresponding to a single enterprise 

59 and including both the client and server nodes. 

60 8. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 1, wherein the at least one 

61 policy includes requiring authorization by a human operator for invocation of the 

62 at least one service. 

63 9. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 1 , wherein the at least one 

64 policy includes mapping an organizational role to a person. 

65 10. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 9, wherein the mapping of 

66 the organizational role to the person is done using an LDAP directory associated 

67 with the distributed computing environment. 

68 11. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 1 , wherein the at least one 

69 policy is a security policy. 

70 
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72 12. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 1 1 , wherein the security 

73 policy is associated with encryption or decryption of at least a portion of data 

74 which is exchanged between the client and the server. 

75 13. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 11, wherein the security 

76 policy is associated with generating or verifying at least one digital signature for 

77 at least one portion of data which is exchanged between the client and the server. 

78 14. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 1 1 , wherein the security 

79 policy is associated with protection against service attacks. 

80 15. (Currently Amended) The traffic manager of claim 1, wherein the 

81 at least one policy is associated with enforcing policies with respect to publication 

82 or access to the first or second SOAP interfaces. 

83 16. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 1, wherein the at least one 

84 policy is associated with review of data communicated between the server and 

85 client nodes. 

86 17. (Currently Amended) A traffic manager for facilitating 

87 communication between a plurality of nodes in a distributed computing 

88 environment, wherein the traffic manager bridges at least one distinguishing 

89 characteristic and facilitates communication between the plurality of nodes, each 

90 of the nodes having a primary SOAP interface associated therewith, the traffic 

91 manager comprising a central processing unit which is operable to generate and 

92 publish a plurality of intermediate SOAP interfaces for communication with one 

93 of the primary SOAP interfaces, each of the intermediate SOAP interfaces being 

94 generated according to a protocol for exchanging information in a protocol 
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96 message format and at least one policy, the at least one policy bridges at 

97 least one distinguishing characteristic between the one of the primary SOAP 

98 interface and another primary SOAP interface, wherein the at least one 

99 distinguishing characteristic includes more than having distinguishing network 

100 addresses, and allowing each of the nodes to access at least one service on at least 

101 one other one of the nodes. 

102 18. (Cancelled). 

103 19. (Currently Amended) The traffic manager ofclaim [[18]] 17, 

104 wherein ^ at least one SOAP interface employs Extensible Markup Language 

105 (XML). 

106 20. (Currently Amended) Thetraflficmanagerof claim [[18]] 17, 

107 wherein each of the primary and intermediate SOAP interfaces has a description 

108 language file associated therewith defining the associated interface. 

109 21. (Currently Amended) The traffic manager of claim 1 7, wherein 

110 the primary SOAP interface includes one of HTTP, TCP, HTTPS, HTTPR, and 

111 MQ. 

112 22. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 17, wherein the distributed 

113 computing environment includes a network corresponding to a single enterprise 

114 including the server node and wherein the client node is external to the network. 

115 23. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 17, wherein the distributed 

116 computing environment includes a network corresponding to a single enterprise 

117 and including both the client and server nodes. 
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120 24. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 17, wherein the at least 

121 one policy includes requiring authorization by a human operator for invocation of 

122 the at least one service. 

123 25. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 17, wherein the at least 

1 24 one policy includes mapping an organizational role to a person. 

125 26. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 25, wherein the mapping 

126 of the organizational role to the person is done using an LDAP directory 

1 27 associated with the distributed computing environment. 

128 27. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 17, wherein the at least 

129 one policy is a security policy. 

130 28. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 27, wherein the security 

131 policy is associated with encrj^tion or decryption of at least a portion of data 

1 32 which is exchanged between the client and the server. 

133 29. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 27, wherein the security 

134 policy is associated with generating or verifying at least one digital signature for 

135 at least one portion of data which is exchanged between the client and the server. 

136 30. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 27, wherein the security 

137 policy is associated with protection against service attacks. 

138 
139 
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141 31. (Currently Amended) The traffic manager of claim 1 7, wherein 

142 the at least one policy is associated with enforcing policies with respect to 

143 publication or access to the first or second primary or secondary SOAP interfaces. 

144 32. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 17, wherein the at least 

145 one policy is associated with review of data communicated between the server 

146 and client nodes. 

147 33. (Previously Presented) A traffic manager for facilitating 

148 communication in accordance with at least one policy between a client node and a 

149 server node wherein the client node and the server node have at least one 

150 distinguishing characteristic between them and the at least one distinguishing 

151 characteristic includes more than having distinguishing network addresses, the 

152 server node having a first SOAP interface associated therewith, the client node 

153 having one or more existing interface associated therewith, the traffic manager 

1 54 comprising a central processing unit which is operable to : 

155 communicate with the server node via the first SOAP interface, wherein 

156 the first SOAP interface is incompatible with the one or more 

157 existing client interface because of the at least one distinguishing 

158 characteristic; 

159 generate a second SOAP interface for communication with the first SOAP 

160 interface according to the at least one poUcy, wherein the at least 

161 one policy provides a mechanism to bridge the at least one 

1 62 distinguishing characteristic, the traffic manager bridges the at 

163 least one distinguishing characteristic and facilitates 

1 64 communication between the client node and the server node; and 
165 
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1 68 publish the second SOAP interface, thereby allowing the client node to 

169 access at least one service on the server node in accordance with 

1 70 the at least one policy. 

171 34. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 33, wherein the SOAP 

172 interfaces employ Extensible Markup Language (XML). 

173 35. (Previously Presented) The traffic manager of claim 33, wherein 

174 each of the first and second SOAP interfaces has a description language file 

1 75 associated therewith defining the associated interface. 

176 36. (Previously Presented) The traffic manager of claim 33, wherein 

177 each of the first and second SOAP interface includes one of HTTP, TCP, HTTPS, 

178 HTTPR,andMQ. 

179 37. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 33, wherein the at least 

1 80 one policy is a security policy. 

181 38. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 37, wherein the security 

1 82 policy is associated with protection against service attacks. 

1 83 39. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 33, wherein the at least 

1 84 one policy is associated with enforcing pohcies with respect to publication or 

1 85 access to the first or second interfaces. 

186 40. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 33, wherein the at least 

1 87 one policy is associated with review of data communicated between the server 

188 and client nodes. 

189 
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191 41. (Previously Presented) A traffic manager for facilitating 

192 communication between a plurality of nodes in a distributed computing 

193 environment, wherein the traffic manager bridges at least one distinguishing 



194 characteristic and facilitates communication between the plurality of nodes, each 

195 of the nodes having a primary SOAP interface associated therewith, the traffic 

196 manager comprising a central processing unit which is operable to generate and 

197 publish a plurality of intermediate SOAP interfaces, for communication with one 

198 of the primary SOAP interfaces, each of the intermediate SOAP interfaces being 

1 99 generated according to at least one pohcy, the at least one policy bridges at least 

200 one distinguishing characteristic between the one of the primary interface and 

201 another primary interface and the at least one distinguishing characteristic 

202 includes more than having distinguishing network addresses, and allowing each of 

203 the nodes to access at least one service on at least one other one of the nodes. 



204 42. (Previously Presented) A computer-implemented method of 

205 managing traffic between server and client programs, wherein at least one server 

206 program and at least one client program have at least one distinguishing 

207 characteristic between them and the at least one distinguishing characteristic 

208 includes more than having distinguishing network addresses, wherein the method 

209 bridges at least one distinguishing characteristic and facilitates communication 

210 between the at least one server program and the at least one client program, the 

211 method comprising : 

212 identifying a first SOAP interface associated with the at least one server 

213 program, wherein the first SOAP interface is incompatible with the 

214 at least one client program because of the at least one 

215 distinguishing characteristic; and 
216 
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218 generating at least a second SOAP interface for communication with the 

219 first SOAP interface according to at least one policy, wherein the 

220 at least one policy provides a mechanism to bridge the at least one 

221 distinguishing characteristic and 

222 the at least one client program can use the second SOAP interface to 

223 request one or more services. 

224 43. (Original) A method as recited in claim 42, wherein the method 

225 comprises: 

226 receiving a SOAP message through the second interface from the client 

227 program; and 

228 processing the SOAP message in accordance with at least one rule. 

229 44. (Original) A method as recited in claim 42, wherein the at least 

230 one policy includes requiring authorization by a human operator for invocation of 

23 1 the at least one service. 

232 45. (Original) A method as recited in claim 42, wherein the at least 

233 one policy includes mapping an organizational role to a person. 

234 46. (Original) A method as recited in claim 42, wherein the mapping 

235 of the organizational role to the person is done using an LDAP directory 

236 associated with the distributed computing environment. 

237 47. (Original) A method as recited in claim 42, wherein the at least 

238 one policy is a security policy. 

239 48. (Original) A method as recited in claim 47, wherein the security 

240 policy is associated with encryption or decryption of at least a portion of data 

24 1 which is exchanged between the client and the server. 
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243 

244 49. (Original) A method as recited in claim 47, wherein the security 

245 policy is associated with generating or verifying at least one digital signature for 

246 at least one portion of data which is exchanged between the client and the server. 

247 50. (Original) The traffic manager of claim 47, wherein the security 

248 policy is associated with protection against service attacks. 

249 5 1 . (Original) A method as recited in claim 42, wherein the at least 

250 one policy is associated with enforcing policies with respect to publication or 

25 1 access to the first or second interfaces. 

252 52. (Original) A method as recited in claim 42, wherein the at least 

253 one policy is associated with review of data communicated between the server 

254 and client nodes. 

255 53. (Original) A computer readable medium having computer 

256 program instructions stored therein for performing the method of claim 42. 

257 54. (Previously Presented) A computer-implemented method for 

258 facilitating communication between server and client programs, wherein at least 

259 one server program and at least one client program have at least one 

260 distinguishing characteristic and the at least one distinguishing characteristic 

261 includes more than having distinguishing network addresses, wherein the method 

262 bridges at least one distinguishing characteristic and facilitates communication 

263 between the at least one server program and the at least one client program, the 

264 method comprising: 
265 
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268 reading a WSDL file associated with a first SOAP interface to the at least 

269 one server program; 

270 generating at least a second SOAP interface for communication with the 

27 1 first SOAP interface in accordance with at least one policy, 

272 wherein the at least one policy provides a mechanism to bridge the 

273 at least one distinguishing characteristic; and 

274 the at least one client program can use the second SOAP interface to 

275 request one or more services. 

276 55. (Original) A method as recited in claim 54, wherein the method 

277 further comprises: 

278 reading a first UDDI file which lists the first SOAP interface; 

279 generating or publishing a second WSDL file which describes the second 

280 SOAP interface; and 

28 1 creating or updating at least one UDDI entry associated with the generated 

282 or published WSDL file. 

283 56. (Original) A computer readable medium having computer 

284 program instructions stored therein for performing the method of claim 54. 

285 57. (Canceled) 
286 

287 Reasons for Allowance 

288 

289 1. Claims 1,3-17,19-56 will be allowed. 
290 
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293 2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. 

294 The prior art references most closely resembling the applicants 

295 claimed invention are Huitgren (U.S. 6,134,589) and Tuatini (U.S. 

296 2002/0010781). 

297 First, Huitgren disclosed a network connection between an 

298 origination node and destination node (40) is dynamically 

299 determined and established during a 

300 tele/datacommunications session. However Huitgren failed 

301 to disclose, "wherein the first SOAP interface is incompatible 

302 with the existing client interface because of the at least one 

303 distinguishing characteristic; generate at least a second 

304 SOAP interface, for communication with the first SOAP 

305 interface, in accordance with a protocol for exchanging 

306 information in a protocol message format and the at least 

307 one policy, wherein the at least one policy provides a 

308 mechanism to bridge the at least one distinguishing 

309 characteristic, wherein the traffic manager bridges the at 

310 least one distinguishing characteristic and facilitates 

311 communication between the client node and the server 

312 node; and 

313 publish the second SOAP interface, thereby allowing the client 

314 node to access at least one service on the server node via the traffic 

315 manager in accordance with the at least one policy". These limitations are 

316 incorporated into all of the independent claims (claims 1,17,33,41,42,54). 
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319 Second Tuatini disclosed an application architecture is provided in 

320 which applications have action handler components to 

321 service requests from clients and view handler components 

322 to format responses to the clients. However Tuatini failed to 

323 disclose, ""wherein the first SOAP interface is incompatible 

324 with the existing client interface because of the at least one 

325 distinguishing characteristic; generate at least a second 

326 SOAP interface, for communication with the first SOAP 

327 interface, in accordance with a protocol for exchanging 

328 information in a protocol message format and the at least 

329 one policy, wherein the at least one policy provides a 

330 mechanism to bridge the at least one distinguishing 

331 characteristic, wherein the traffic manager bridges the at 

332 least one distinguishing characteristic and facilitates 

333 communication between the client node and the server 

334 node; and 

335 publish the second SOAP interface, thereby allowing the client 



336 node to access at least one service on the server node via the traffic 

337 manager in accordance with the at least one policy". These limitations are 

338 incorporated into all of the independent claims (claims 1 ,1 7,33,41 ,42,54). 
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In summary, the Examiner submits that Hultgren and Tuatini taught all the 
limitations of independent claims in combination with other elements. 
Specifically prior art does not teach "wherein the first SOAP interface is 
Incompatible with the existing client interface because of the at least one 
distinguishing characteristic; generate at least a second SOAP interface, 
for communication with the first SOAP interface, in accordance with a 
protocol for exchanging information in a protocol message format and the 
at least one policy, wherein the at least one policy provides a mechanism 
to bridge the at least one distinguishing characteristic, wherein the traffic 
manager bridges the at least one distinguishing characteristic and 
facilitates communication between the client node and the server node; 
and 

publish the second SOAP interface, thereby allowing the client node to access at least 
one service on the server node via the traffic manager in accordance with the at least 
one policy; therefore, claims 1 ,3-17,19-56 have been deemed allowable over the prior 
art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany 
the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adnan Mirza whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
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3885. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9:30 
A.M. to 6:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571)-272-7304. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are listed 
herein below. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703)746-7239. Customer service number is (866) 217-9197. 

A/IVEK SRIVASTAVA/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2445 



